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respect. It is unfortunate that, because of an obvious lack of literary experi-
ence and a stylistic inadequacy on the part of the author, it is tiresome
reading. For all its sincerity, this book cannot be highly recommended.
J. M. Q.
PARASITIC ANIMALS. By Geoffrey Lapage. Cambridge, Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 1951. xxi + 351 pp. $4.00.
Parasitic animals is a consideration of parasitism as a way of life for
animals. The major portion of the book covers three topics: types of life
cycles, effects of this mode of life upon parasites, and effects of parasites
upon their hosts. The parasites whose life cycles are discussed all have man
or some domestic animal as definitive host. The chapters on the effects of
parasitism upon parasites and hosts draw upon the entire animal kingdom
for examples.
This book is addressed to the general reader as well as to students and
teachers of parasitology. For the general reader the introductory briefing
on the zoological classification of parasites is accurate and concise, but in its
conciseness may not provide sufficient background for full appreciation of
the variety of specific examples in the body of the book. It might be a
sufficient stimulus for the acquisition of more background. Teachers will
find study of the ecological classification of parasites rewarding in its dif-
ferences from the usual textbook treatment. The chapters on the effects of
parasitism will offer in content little that is novel to these readers, although
the manner of organization and presentation provides an admirable peda-
gogical model. Parasitic animals should find its most appreciative audience
among students with some zoological education, although even for the
layman this authoritative discussion will be readable and stimulating.
J. L. BROOKS
CONNECTIVE TISSUES (Transactions of the First Conference. April
24-25, 1950). Charles Ragan, Ed. New York, Josiah Macy, Jr. Founda-
tion, 1951. 164 pp. $3.25.
This book faithfully records the rather informal meeting organized by
the Macy Foundation for the discussion of the problems dealing with the
study of connective tissues. The group is limited to twenty-five members
and guests but in this instance seventeen scientists, outstanding in their
fields of pathology, histochemistry, biochemistry, physiology, etc. partici-
pated. The meeting was centered about five papers: Structure and Function
of Normal Connective Tissue, by D. Murray Angevine; Pathology of Con-
nective Tissue, Fibrinoid Degeneration, by Granville A. Bennett; Chem-
istry of Connective Tissue, Polysaccharides, by Karl Meyer; Enzymatically
Modified Ovalbumins, by Gertrude E. Perlmann; Effect of ACTH and
Cortisone on Connective Tissues, by Charles Ragan. These papers formed
the nidus of extensive discussions by the group, which, in addition to the
authors, included Frank Fremont-Smith, W. Paul Holbrook, Edward W.
Dempsey, Paul Gy6rgy, Molly R. Harrower, Colin M. MacLeod, I. Arthur
Mirsky, Albert Szent-Gyorgyi, Janet Travell, B. W. Zweifach, T. Duckett
Jones, and John R. Mote.
Most of the current problems involving connective tissue were touched
upon. The discussion of fibrinoid was long and futile. No real difference